
Towering Views: Remembering the 

World Trade Center 20 Years After 9/11 

 
The Story of This Exhibit… 
In August 2001, I was in New York City attending a national arts conference. I had 
the opportunity to take a guided tour of significant art locations in Lower 
Manhattan. The tour concluded at a reception in a studio space located on the 
92nd floor of the North Tower, World Trade Center. 
 
The studio space was called “World Views,” and occupied a corner on the 92nd 
floor, allowing views from two sides of the Tower. Fifteen artists used this space 
as part of an artist residency program sponsored by the Lower Manhattan 
Cultural Council. The idea was that these artists might be inspired to create their 
art based on the “views” allowed at that height over the city.  
 
I used this opportunity to take some shots out the windows using both Kodak 
Ektachrome and Kodak Infrared film. I was able to capture some of the feeling of 
being at this great height, looking outward and downward (and occasionally 
zooming the lens a little). Just three weeks later, the Twin Towers were no more 
and our lives were changed forever. 
 



In August 2011, in conjunction with the upcoming 10th Anniversary of 9/11, my 
wife and I returned to NYC with the purpose in mind that I would get images to 
document the progress of rebuilding Ground Zero and the area around it. This 
experience was truly moving for both of us. 
 
The “Towering Views” I captured twenty years ago, along with those from ten 
years ago still make me pause. I hope in seeing these images, you too, will feel 
something and reflect on how our lives have changed from that event. 
 
Please feel free to provide me your thoughts and feedback after you view this 
exhibit. My contact information is below. 
 
 David Batley – Phone 404-314-6359   Email dbphotodesign@comcast.net 
 
I am a freelance photographer and experienced photography instructor, teaching  
classes at locations in Cobb County and also, providing private tutoring in the 
Atlanta area. 
  
Scan or use your cell phone camera to capture this QR code which will direct you 
to my website.  
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